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“Every Scripture” 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
2 Timothy 3:16 


to read His kind words, 
“Come to Me, 
Lowly and meek of heart,” but not 
so well 
The often inconvenient ones, “Go ye 
To all the world and my redemption 
tell.” 
I liked to pick and choose the things 
to read, — 
Those promises, as bright as morning 
air, 
“Fear not,” “Be of good cheer”; but not 
“Take heed,” 
Nor all the prohibitions written there. 


I LOVED 


Yet every warning is the other side 
Of the golden coin of love — its stamp 


and gauge; 
His love would have no room with me 
to bide 
If my own pride and self-will built its 
cage. 
So now I throw the great Book open 
wide; 
It will not do to skip a single page. 


The Devil's Tool Kit 


Paul could say, concerning Satan, 
“For we are not ignorant of his devices” 
(2 Cor. 2:11). But some of us are woe- 
fully so. Sanctified imagination is some- 
times useful in bringing out ‘spiritual 
truth. An allegory in the form of a 
dream was quoted at the recent Student 


Conference at Keswick, N. J., by Miss 
Ruth Paxson, missionary to China for 
twenty years, and author of “Life on 
the Highest Plane” and other books. 
She does not know the original source,! 
as she got it many years ago in China, 
but it is well worth passing on. “A 
man dreamed that it was announced that 
the Devil was going out of business, and 
would offer all tools for sale to who- 
soever would pay the price. On the 
night of the sale they were all attrac- 
tively displayed, and a bad-looking lot 
they were. Malice, Hatred, Envy, Jeal- 
ousy, Sensuality, Deceit, and all the 
other implements of evil were spread 
out — each marked with its price. Apart 
from. the rest lay a harmless-looking, 
wedge-shaped tool, much worn, and 
priced very highly. Someone asked the 





1 Substantially the same incident is given as 
a fable in “Five Thousand Best Modern Illus- 
trations,” and credited to a writer named 
House. 
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Devil what it was. ‘That is Discourage- 
ment,’ was the reply. ‘Why do you have 
it priced so high?’ ‘Because,’ replied 
the Devil, ‘it is more useful to me than 
any of the others. I can pry open and 
get inside a man with that when I could 
not get near with any of the others, and 
when inside I can use him in whatever 
way suits me best; it is so much worn 
because I use it with everybody, for very 
few people know it belongs to me.’” 
Some hardy Christian workers may 
never be tempted to discouragement, 
but if the truth were told, they would 
probably be found to be few and far be- 
tween. For such as know the temptation, 
the dream has a real lesson. Here are 
two pieces of armor to keep the wedge 
from entering: “He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged” (Isa. 42:4). “Being con- 
fident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). 


x 


The Bible Club Movement 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


three years, has completed 

learning the five verses, and is 
waiting for her pin. For the encour- 
agement of other Christian mothers, we 
have found Carol learns Scripture verses 
as easily as the average child learns her 
nursery rhymes, and, when we realize 
it is laying a foundation for eternity, 
we realize its importance. As she fol- 
lows me around as I do housework, she 
labors on her memory task with great 


'¥4 O« little Carol, just turned 








Comfort for Dark Days 

“For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the humble, and to revive the 














heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 
57:15). 


pride. She also knows the first six 
verses of John’s Gospel.” 

This little girl is planting her “child’s 
garden of verses.” It has germinating 
power, as the years to come will cer- 
tainly show. “So far as I have observed 
God’s dealings with the soul,” wrote 
John Brown of Haddington, “the flights 
of preaching sometimes entertained me, 
but it was Scripture expressions which 
did penetrate my heart, and in a way 
peculiarly fitted to myself.” 

One hears of “candlelight processions” 
among the young people of the churches. 
The real candlelight processions are the 
Bible Clubs. It is “Thy Word,” the 
candle of the Lord, which is as a lamp 
unto the feet and a light to the path. 

Let me read from a sheaf of recent 
letters. One mother writes: 

“If only fathers and mothers were 
half as interested in godly things as their 
little ones are, and would help them to 
understand God’s° Word and learn it, 
what a different world it would be. We 
have wonderful little children here in 
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our village, yet half of the parents never 
come inside church.” 

A Christian woman who was asking 
for guidance into some form of Chris- 
tian work was led into the Bible Club 
Movement in this way. Visiting a friend, 
she noticed a sign on the house which 
the boy of the house had tacked up, 


This is it, — 
Jimmy Leuellen’s 
Bible Club No. 2 

Come cn in. 


She answered the invitation as from God 
as well as from Jimmy. Jimmy was 
overjoyed when she offered her help and 
announced the club meeting in the pub- 
lic school. Twelve excited children came 
rushing in at the appointed time, and 
there are now fifteen. (From a letter 
reporting a new club.) 

“The Lord hath done great things for 
us whereof we are glad,” says another 
club leader. “The last two months have 
been trying to the limit. God has seen 
us through in a wonderful way. Sick- 
ness, bad weather, prejudice, and many 
other things have been met and- over- 
come in His grace. 

“One father was displeased because 
we gave an invitation to accept Christ 
and his seven-year-old daughter re- 
sponded. This little girl went home and 
told her parents how she had taken 
Jesus as Saviour. She is faithful and 
comes to every service.” 

“Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3). 
How this correspondence lays bare the 
tender heart of the child when touched 
by God’s Spirit! “I was living a sin- 
ful life,” writes a little country girl, 
“until Jesus came into my heart. My 
Bible reference is Romans 8:28 and 
Isaiah 1:18. These verses stay by me 
most of all. I will never go back to a 
life ofsin. Yours in Christ.” 

Isaiah 1:18 assures forgiveness of sin; 
Romans 8:28 the lifelong care, protec- 
tion, and companionship of God. What 
if all men took to heart and appropri- 
ated these two verses alone! 

From a member of a club in Ber- 
muda: “I know that the Lord Jesus has 
been a very great help. Now that He 
has forgiven my sins, my heart is white. 
I took Him when I was eleven years 
old, on June 6th, 1944. I was saved at 
Mrs. Rosa’s Bible Club. I try to bring 
as many children as I can to know Him.” 

The first Bible Club was organized 
nine years ago. The statistics of Sep- 
tember, 1943-September, 1944, reported 
1,504 active clubs, with a weekly at- 
tendance of 201,960. What an army of 
little ones! And 3,648 made their con- 
fession of faith in the Saviour during 
the year. 

The method was first tried out in the 
Philippines and then adapted to our own 
land in a meeting at the Philadelphia 
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School of the Bible. Back of the move- 
ment is persistent prayer. Every day 
the headquarters staff gather at noon 
on their knees to put before God the 
specific needs as read out by the Icader. 
“It is a venture of faith, and we look 
to the Lord Jesus to provide, without 
any solicitation of funds. During the 
years we have proved His faithfulness 
and seen Christ Jesus raise up. inter- 
ested friends, burdened for the souls of 
the lost.” One hears requests for the 
workers: 

Pray for Mildred Wright whom ‘the Lord 
has called to go to Charleston. S. C., to or- 
ganize Bible Clubs in that area. 

Pray for Erla Flanigan, organizing Bible 
Clubs in Syracuse, N. Y. Also for Ladelle 
Dawson and Joyce Jasmer, who are teaching 
thirteen Bible Clubs in government projects 


in Maryland, eight miles from the District 
of Columbia. 

Pray for Mrs. Kring and Mrs. Reynolds, 
who have gone to Georgia\to get clubs or- 
ganized in that state. 


For the wind of the Spirit is taking 
the seed far afield. “The Prayer Re- 
minder” lists Bible Club missionaries, 
—one in Maine, two in Montana, one 
in New Jersey, and ten or eleven in New 
York counties, —Cayuga,* Chatauqua, 
Cortland, Orleans, Niagara, Seneca, and 
Steuben. In these counties entrance has 
been obtained to the rural schools where 
the teachers were at first indifferent, 
now uniformly enthusiastic, because of 
the improved conduct which Bible Club 
teaching has brought about. Why 
shouldn’t there be improvement when 
little ones are born again! They bring 
a new standard of life into the schools. 
One such child writes her first sermon. 
It begins, “Dear Sinner,” and closes‘ with, 
“['ll pray for you. Sincerely, a Fol- 
lower of Jesus.” Then comes a post- 
script on “How to Become a Christian”: 

1, Read the Bible daily. 

2. Pray to God daily. 

3. Give thanks for daily blessings. 

4. Recognize our weakness and sinful- 
ness, 

5. Trust God as His child. 

6. Clean living, thought, and speech. 

7. Avoid temptation. 

8. Offer a helping hand. 

9. Live up to beliefs. 

One can see how a little evangelist, 
with this accumulation of spiritual wis- 
dom, would be the salt of the home as 
well as of the school. The children talk 
to their parents. In some cases the 
parents cannat stand it and forbid the 
children to attend further. A mother 
swears, and the child rebukes her. She 
had just had the lesson on Peter’s de- 
nial. “Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained strength,” 
—of character and strength of witness. 
More often, however, contacts aré estab- 
lished with parents. A woman who was 
converted in a town where there was 
no evangelical witness was so hungry 
for instruction that she brought alu 
her children and asked for the starting 
of a Bible Club. 
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The Bible Club does not compete with 
the Sunday school; it helps it. “Because 
of Bible Club we have a Sunday school 
and prayer meeting,” reports one cor- 
respondent. “We had forty-five in Sun- 
day school,—not bad, seeing that it is 
only a year old.” Here is a report for 
eight months of the club in the First 
Baptist Church, Hackensack, N. J.: 
average weekly attendance, 283; num- 
ber of different children reached, 762; 
decisions for Christ, 90. Among the chil- 
dren were sixteen without any church 
relationship, besides Jews, Roman and 
Greek Catholics, Bahai, Christian Sci- 
entists, and children from community 
churches, The total number of verses 
memorized was 6,174! 


There are rewards and awards, rallies 
and banquets, which give interest and 
zest. Bibles are presented,—and they 
are good ones,—for the memorization 
of a stated number of verses. When a 
child has memorized 300 verses it is 
given a week’s stay in a summer camp. 
“We have been overjoyed to behold the 
wonder-working of the Lord Jesus in 
behalf of Bible camps this summer. Ar- 
rangements have already been made for 
eleven such, and we are looking to the 
Lord to open others.” Camp Sankanac, 
thirty-five miles from Philadelphia in 
the Welsh Mountains of Chester County, 
is fifty-two acres in extent, has its swim- 
ming pool, baseball diamond, and tennis 
courts. The directors are experienced, 
college-trained Christians, and there is 


(Continued on page 568) 








Notes on Open Letters. 


The Number Nine in Scripture 


What is the significance of the number 
nine in the Bible?—A Washington, D. C., 
reader. 

In an interesting Appendix on “The 
Spiritual Significance of Numbers,” the 
Companion Bible gives the meaning of 
the numbers from 1 to 13 inclusive, and 
also the number 17. According to this 
table, the symbolism of 9 is as follows: 

“Denotes Finality of Judgment. It is 
3x3, the product of Divine completeness. 
The number nine, or its factors or mul- 
tiples, is seen in all cases when judg- 
ment is the subject.” 

Mathematicians know that some pe- 
culiar things can be done with nine in 
making calculations. The Companion 
Bible concludes its dissertation on num- 
bers with this comment: 

“The four perfect numbers, 3, 7, 10, and 
12, have for their product the remark- 
able number 2,520. It is the ‘Least Com- 
mon Multiple of the ten digits govern- 
ing all numeration; and can, therefore, 
be divided by each of the nine digits, 
without a remainder. ‘It is the number 
of chronological perfection (7x360).” 
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Chiistion Science ind the Hible 


Compared—| 
By MAY HUMPHREY PEASE 


NE of the most striking figures of 
speech, applied to the Church, is 
that of the sheepfold — the Good 

Shepherd giving His life for the sheep. 

Paul had this in mind when in Acts 
20:28 he said, “Feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” 

But a faithful shepherd must both feed 
the flock and protect them from ‘the 
wolves, so Paul continued: “I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous 
wolves enter in... not sparing the 
flock. . . . Therefore watch, and remem- 
ber, that by /the space of three years 
I ceased not to warn every one night 
and day with tears.” 

In these days when false teachings 
have multiplied, it becomes necessary 
to exercise the protective ministry of 
the Church. Therefore my subject is 
Christian Science. 

My purpose in speaking on this sub- 
ject is not to ridicule Christian Science; 
we live in a land where religious free- 
dom is guaranteed. As a system, Chris- 
tian Science: is a success and will in- 
crease in numbers as the apostasy 
deepens. But my purpose is to reveal 
to Christians the true character of Chris- 
tian Science, with a prayer in my heart, 
that, if any within hearing of my voice 
has been ensnared by its seductive teach- 
ings; he may hear the Good Shepherd 
calling him to Himself. 


The Earmark of a False Prophet 


My text is: “To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them” (Isa. 8:20). 

False prophets are no new thing. They 
are as old as the garden of Eden, But 
the earmark of them all is, “They speak 
not according to this word.” 

Now Christian Science claims to be the 
true prophet of the Church, “The crown 
of Christianity.”1 It takes all the pre- 
cious words of historic Christianity, such 
as prayer, atonement, forgiveness, salva- 
tion, and uses them not only with a 
different meaning, but with a meaning 
destructive of Christianity itself. It offers 
as the Christian’s right those physical 
ahd material benefits which the human 
heart craves, captivating the unwary and 
predisposing him to a favorable consid- 
eration of its teachings. 

Because of all this, many. Christians 
are confused and see nothing wrong in 
Christian Science. In fact, the impres- 
sion is widespread that Christian Sci- 





1 “Miscellaneous Writings,” Mary Baker G. 
Eddy, 1903 edition, p. 252, 
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Finding answers to three vital questions 
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Having seen the ravages of the 
subtly false teachings of Christian 
Science among her own loved ones, 
Mrs. Pease was led to make a care- 
ful study of this system of error, 
with her Bible in hand. On one 
occasion she was asked by the young 
people of a certain church to speak 
to them on the subject, and they 
showed eager interest in her mes- 
sage. Some of the results of her study 
are now given to Times readers, in 
this article and one other to be pub- 
lished next week. 

Many Christians have a vague idea 
that Christian Science is wrong, but 
they do not know why. Mrs. Pease’s 
articles will be especially helpful, be- 
cause they contrast the vagaries of 
the notorious founder, Mary Baker 
Glover Patterson Eddy, with the 
clear, reasonable, statements of the 
Word of God. 








ence is an advanced teaching, a fuller 
light on the truths of the Bible itself. 
Hence the need of the protective minis- 
try of the Church. Dr. E. Schuyler Eng- 
lish Says of those who go into false 
teachings, “Almost without exception 
they have not a working knowledge of 
God’s Word.” Dr. James M. Gray said, 
“They are spiritually minded, but not 
Scripturally intelligent.” Safety lies 
only in a knowledge of God’s Word. “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119: 
11). 

Now the only fair way to judge a 
teaching is to let that teaching speak for 
itself. We therefore ask three questions: 

(1) Upon what does Christian Science 
claim to be based? 

Mrs. Eddy says, “The Bible was my 
only textbook.”1 But let us see what 
her opinion of the Bible is. 

I hold in my hand two books: this 
one, the Holy Bible, has stood in its 
present form of Old and New Testa- 
ments for nearly 2,000 years. It has 
been translated time and again, yet the 
God who wrote the original manuscripts 
has so safeguarded His truth through- 
out the centuries that not a single doc- 
trinal teaching has been altered by the 
translators. The Bible, as it is written, 
is “in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess. 
2:13). . 

This other book, on the contrary, “Sci- 
ence and Health with Key to the Scrip- 
tures,” is a young book. It was first 


1“Science and Health,” 1905, p. “110. 
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,copyrighted in 1875, so is officially only 


70 years old. Yet this’ book presumes 
to sit in judgment upon God’s Book and 
declares that it contains “error, myths, 
fables, legends, untrue history, faulty 
translations, dream narratives, material 
interpretations and even lies.” 

So much so that Mrs. Eddy declares 
(and this is her real opinion of the 
Bible): “The material record of the 
Bible, . . . is no more important to our 
well-being than the history of Europe 
and America” (M.W., p. 170). 

Obviously Christian Science is not 
based upon the Bible as written. It is 
“not according to this word” and God’s 
judgment is, “There is no light in them.” 

(2) How did the Bible get into such 
a sad state; according to Christian Sci- 
ence? 

Mrs. Eddy says the translators were 
to blame. She points to Genesis 2:6 as 
the place where error crept into the 
sacred pages. “But there went up a 
mist from the earth, and watered the 
whole face of the ground.” Dr. Gray 
says, “This is an interesting fact of 
natural history.” But Mrs. Eddy differs. 
She: says that this “mist” was “error,” 
a “false claim,” a “mystification,” a “mist 
of obscurity” (S. and H., p. 523). And 
it so “mystified” the minds of the trans- 
lators, that they “entertained a false sense 
of being. They believed in the existence 
of matter, ... and... from that 
standpoint of error” wrote “a ‘state- 
ment which is the exact’ opposite of 
scientific truth” (S. and H., pp. 545, 521). 

Now Genesis 2:7 reads, “And the Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.” This is one of the foun- 
dational truths of the Bible. It reveals 
man as a direct creation of God, ‘created 
in a period of time,.and having a mate- 
rial body. These sublime words pic- 
ture the God of grace throughout the 
Bible: in creation He stoops to form , 
man; in re-creation He stoops to save 
man. What is the cross of Calvary, save 
the incarnate God, stooping to save man 
from the results of his own willful sin? 
Truly, “the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 


What the Denial of Matter Means 


But Mrs. Eddy has other plans for the 
world’s salvation, so she asks of Genesis 
2:7, “Is it the ‘truth, or is it a lie con- 
cerning man and God? It must be a 
lie” (S. and H., p. 524). Thus by deny- 
ing the fact of a material body, Mrs. 
Eddy lays the foundation for her sub- 
sequent teachings: that man is incapable 
of sin, sickness, suffering, death. First 
she discredits the Word of God; then 
she denies the truth of God; and now 
she begins to substitute her own words, 
basing them upon a denial of God’s 
truth. She says: “My first plank in 
the platform of Christian Science is as 
follows: ‘There is no life, truth, intel- 
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ligence, nor substance in matter’” 
(M.W., p. 21). : 


These words are not God’s words, 
therefore His judgment is, “There is no 
light in them.” When Jehoiakim of old 
destroyed portions of God’s Word, we 
hear the Spirit, almost in amazement, 
cry out, “Yet they were not afraid, nor 
rent their garments” (Jer. 36:24). And 
contempt is in every word of God’s judg- 
ment upon this man, “He shall be buried 
with the burial of an ass” (Jer. 22:19). 
It is a dangerous thing to tamper with 
God's Word. 


(3) Upon what is Christian Science 
based? 


In spite of discrediting the Bible and 
denying its truth, Mrs. Eddy insists: “As 
adherents of Truth, we take the inspired 
word of the Bible as our sufficient guide 
to eternal Life” (S. and H., p. 497). But 
how does Mrs. Eddy know what “the 
inspired Word” is, since she teaches that 
it has been lost to the Church for nearly 
1,800 years?. She says, “No human pen 
nor tongue taught me” (S. and H., p. 110). 
“I won my way to absolute conclusions 
through divine revelation, reason, and 
demonstration . . . apparently through 
divine power” (p. 109). 

It was in 1866 that Mrs. Eddy “dis- 
covered the Christ Science,” which she 
called Christian Science. When we look 
at the Bible through “the lens of Sci- 


The River Brethren 
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ence” (M.W., p. 164), we find that a 
miracle has been wrought: “Science 
separates error from truth” (S. and H., 
p. 548); “Science, understood, . . . re- 
stores the spiritual and original mean- 
ing of the Scriptures” (M.W., p. 25). 
Mrs. Eddy professes to “restore” what 
has never been lost. If the Bible as 
it is written is not the original meaning 
of Scripture, then neither Mrs. Eddy, nor 
anybody else knows what that orig- 
inal meaning was. Were it not for 
our knowledge that “the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not” (2 Cor. 4:4), it would 
be inconceivable that any reasonable 
being could blindly follow a woman who 
tears to pieces the Word of God and 
discards it as untrustworthy, and at the 
same time claims, “The works I have 
written on Christian Science contain ab- 
solute Truth” (M.W., p. 311). Yet mil- 
lions of Mrs. Eddy’s followers actually 
believe that she has restored to them 
the original Scriptures and that she is 
a benefactor of humanity. But what 
she has actually done is to destroy their 
faith in the original Scriptures and foist 
upon them.a book in which “there is 
no light.” 

How credulous the mind of man be- 
comes when it cuts loose from the safe 
moorings of God’s Word and is tossed 
on the sea of human speculations! 


(To be continued) 


A note from above, amid the din of a busy city 


OMETIMES, through the uproar of 

a great city, there sounds some clear 
note from another world. I remember 
leaning out of my office window one 
October night and hearing from the sky, 
like drops of molten silver above the 
clanging of trolleys and the honk of 
horns, the flight-calls of a flock of mi- 
grating bobolinks heartening each other 
through the dark on their long journey 
to South America. 

Sometimes, amid the dust and din of 
business, comes some similar experience 
that sounds a note from the life beyond. 
Such an one was my meeting with the 
River Brethren. I was coming in to my 
office from a suburb of Philadelphia one 
Saturday morning. Behind me on the 
train sat two old men with strangely 
gentle, kindly faces. They were bearded, 
and wore broad-brimmed black hats and 
buttonless black suits fastened by some 
mysterious arrangement of hooks and 
eyes. 

When the train reached the Suburban 
Station, one of them asked me timidly 
if I could direct them to the Reading 
Terminal, spme squares away. As the 
exit from the Suburban in Philadelphia 
is about as complicated as that from the 


By SAMUEL SCOVILLE, Jr. 


labyrinth where dwelt the Minotaur, I 
offered to guide them as far as Market 
Street. They thanked me with pathetic 
earnestness. 

“None of us have even been in the 
city afore,” said the elder of the two. 
“It’s a vast of a place.” 

“We be from a little town north of 
Harrisburg, on the banks of the Susque- 
hanna,” he told me in answer to my 
question. “They call us the River Breth- 
ren.” 

As we came along the corridor which 
led to the main station, I showed them 
the ramp. 

“You don’t have to climb any steps 
here,” I explained. 

The old men stopped short in admira- 
tion. 

“It surely be a day when men ‘have 
sought many inventions,” quoted the 
younger one from Scripture. 

The escalator was a desperate adven- 
ture for them both.- They balanced on 
the moving stairway, breathing hard and 
holding on to each other, and when we 
reached the landing, each one jumped 
across the crack between the stairway 
and the floor. 
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As I led ‘the way to the door, the 
younger man stopped me. 

“Do you mind waiting for the others?” 
he asked. 


- “What others,” I queried bewilderedly. 


He waved his hand toward a long 
line of some twenty Brethren and “Sis- 
tren” following us. There were some 
old men and many young ones. All of 
them wore beards, and it was evident 
from the soft, curly growth on the chins 
of the younger men that no razor had 


ever touéhed their faces: 


In the line were several watchful, 
elderly women, and at least a dozen 
girls, whose really lovely faces were 
half-hidden by the black poke bonnets 
which all the women wore. 

“We be goin’ to a meeting of the Breth- 
ren in South Jersey. I be Brother 
Jonas,” the oldest man told me. “I want 
to be sure that none of our young folks 
stray away an’ get lost in this great an’ 
terrible city.” : 

I decided to guide them as far as thé 
Reading Railroad Station, which was 


‘some three squares away, and, as we 


marched down Market Street, thirty 
strong, I felt much like Peter the Hermit 
leading a: crusade. ’ 

In Philadelphia, Market Street 
right through the center of the City 
Hall, which is surmounted by a colossal 
figure of William Penn, which I tried 
to point out to the old leader but he 
shook his head sadly. 

“I've had a stroke an’ mustn’t look 
up,” he said sadly. : 

The City Hall once left behind, we 
made our way across Juniper Street and 
down the north side of Market Street 
to the Reading Terminal. 

Just before reaching the Terminal, we 
passed the Philadelphia Saving Fund 
Building, some forty stories high, built 
of glistening structural steel. As I de- 
scribed it to old Jonas, he came to a 
sudden halt, while all the Brethren 
grouped themselves around him. 

“I be going to see this great wonder 
if I drop dead on the sidewalk,” he said 
stubbornly, and despite the protests of 
some of the elder sisters and of Brother 
Jabez,. the deputy leader, he leaned 
against my shoulder, put his head far 
back, and gazed his fill. 

“It be the wonderfullest thing ever I 
see anywhere, any time,” he said at last. 
“The Tower of Babel were but a poor 
thing compared to this,” and, wagging 
his head solemnly, he suffered me to 
lead him to the ticket office of the 
Reading Railroad Station. There. Ja- 
bez counted over his charges and his 
change. 

When I started to leave them @ach 
one of the thirty, old men and women, 
young men and maidens, came forward 


“Nand shook my hand, and each one said, 
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“God bless you.” Then, as. we parted, 
Brother Jonas urged me to come and 
visit them on the banks of their river. 
, Some day, some day, I'll run away 
from work and visit Jonas and Jabez 
and Aunt Merone and Aunt Hanfar and 
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all the others, for they left with me a 
memory of a devoted, kindly, industri- 
ous people who believe in shaping their 
lives by the will of God — which is the 
best way to live. 


HAverrorp, Pa. 


"The question mark is the teacher's fishhook”’ 


By E. WAYNE STAHL 


IME was when, as a Sunday school 

‘teacher, I was constrained by a sense 
of duty. I sought to do my best as I 
stood before the class, but it was a bur- 
densome business. However, after hav- 
ing learned to know Jesus Christ as 
my personal Saviour, the whole matter 
was transformed. MUST was supplanted 
by MAY. It was with a feeling of priv- 
ilege that I taught. Then I could call 
teaching a “delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honourable.” 

Any success I may have had with a 
Sunday school class is partly due to the 
sense of the honor and glory of such 
work. Joyous.is the labor of preparing 
the lesson, and precious is the privilege 
of passing on the thoughts connected 
with it. The clerk in Chaucer’s Pro- 
logue to the Canterbury Tales. has in- 
spiration for me; of him it is written, 
“And gladly would he learn and gladly 
teach.” 

And the Parson in that same company 
of story-telling Pilgrims furnishes a 
good example for a Sunday school 
teacher; of him we read, “He taught, 
and first he followed it himself.” His 
own . everyday living is the greatest 
means the Sunday school teacher has 
of instructing members of his class in 
the mighty truths of salvation and Chris- 
tian behavior. 

I would have the men of my Bible 


» class realize that the most effectual 


method of getting blessing from the 
Scripture passage under consideration 
is to believe that the same Holy Spirit 
who inspired the message may be de- 
pended upon to give illumination if 
seeing “things new and old” in it. I 
invariably begin the lesson period with 
prayer, usually calling upon some mem- 
ber to offer the petition. And I am 
careful to call on different ones to lead 
in this praying. For it is my purpose 
to give the men of the class the feeling 
that they have a vital part in the bring- 
ing out of the best things of the study 
hour. ; 

I feel it is a mistake for a teacher 
to take all or most of the time for 
his own speaking. Those who attend 
Sunday school are usually those who 
have just attended the preaching serv- 
ice, or who will be present at the one 
immediately following the lesson 'ses- 
sion. To. ask these folks to listen to 
two sermons, as it were, so close to- 


_ gether, creates a danger of weariness, 


’ 


Emphatically I believe that teaching is 
not monologue, but dialogue. It is my 
conscientious endeavor to avoid “mo- 
nopolizing the conversation.” We get 
our word “educate” from two Latin ones 
which signify, “to lead forth.” This is 
done in Sunday school teaching by fre- 
quent questions. Indeed, that part of 
our punctuation equipment known as 
the “question mark” has been termed 
“the teacher’s fishhook.” Here is a real 
suggestion for those who would be 
“fishers of men.” How often Christ, the 
Supreme Teacher (that. name “Master” 
by which He is so often addressed or 
referred to in the Gospels really means, 
in almost every instance, “Teacher”), 
made use of the question, with the pur- 
pose of “leading forth” the one or ones 
He desired to instruct! 

These questions I ask are not cut and 
dried queries.- Their goal is to compare 
individual views of members of the 
class. I make it clear that the utmost 
freedom and frankness are to be exer- 
cised in the answers, and if the opinions 
expressed are not always in. harmony 
with those of other members of the 
class, this divergence of outlook will add 
to the interest of the discussion. This 
friendly disagreement is stimulating. 

Tilustration as well as interrogation, 
I find, adds greatly to the interest of 
the lesson hour. The anecdotes in Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times are peerless for 
this purpose. I make use of practically 
every one of them each Sunday, being 
careful to see that they are used directly 
with the very verse they are supposed 
to help throw light upon. I make my- 
self thoroughly familiar with these illus- 
trations, so that I can relate them in 
easy, conversational style. Never, never 
do I read them! This reading from 
the page or clipping would, I believe, be 
an effective means of killing interest, 
sacrificing dynamics for mechanics. 

When there are stanzas of poetry in 
the lesson illustrations from the Times, 
I start to memorize them earlier in the 
week preceding the particular Sunday 
on which they are to be used, and make 
them so perfectly my own that at the 
lesson time I can give them without 
any hesitation. I follow a similar memo- 
rizing procedure with the more or less 
abstract quotations I find in this same 
department of the paper. 

. The fine attention I receive from the 
class, as I give to it these thoughts I 
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have “learned by heart,” is a reward for 
the added labor. But there is a recom- 
pense in this memorizing in that it is 
a fine intellectual gymnastics, one that 
becomes easier as it is persisted in. I 
have come really to enjoy the memo- 
rizing, as much so, I would: venture to 
say, as the class appears to enjoy hear- 
ing what i have learned word for word. 

These illustrations are word pictures 
which we see with the eye of the mind. 
Sometimes I make an appeal to the eye 
itself by taking to class a copy of the 
Times and there showing Dr. Pace’s 
wonderful cartoons on the lessons. It 
is encouraging to note with what fer- 
vent eagerness the class studies these 
pictorial presentations of Scripture truth. 

It proves profitable, I have found, 
once in awhile to let some member, or 
members, of the class take the work of 
teaching the lesson. Of course, this 
should not be done very frequently. The 
advantages of this occasional substitu- 
tion are that it gives variety, end also 
enables the ones taking part to realize 
something of the work involved in pre- 
paring and presenting the lesson. At 
such times, as I sit with the class as one 
of the taught, I-do all I can to help the 
one taking my place by suggestions in 
the way of questions or illustrations. 

Always I remember, as I am before 
the class, that the starting point of 
everything that is said is the Scripture 
itself which has been chosen for the - 
lesson. Not only is it the starting point, 
but the road as well. I seek to keep 
attention focused on the verses that are 
printed in the lesson helps. 

And the goal of that “road” is Christ. 
Far truer than the proverb that “all 
roads lead to Rome” is the fact that all 
Scripture takes us to Christ. It is my 
master purpose to show that the Sacred 
Writings do indeed testify of Him. 
Through the printed Word we come to 
the Word that was made flesh. 

This means that I endeavor to connect 
the lesson passages with everyday expe- 
rience and conduct. Abstractions have 
their place; doctrine is essential. But 
we are to “apply ourselves to the Word,” 
that we may “apply the Word to eur- 
selves.” Associating the Scripture with 
actual life situations in the home, shop, 
office, or other weekday conditions 
makes the lesson of real practical value. 

The lesson is not ended at the close 
of the Sunday school hour. It will. be 
“done” during the following week, as 
we become “not hearers only,” but 
“doers of the word” (Jas. 1:22). 

Lowe, Mass. 

we 


An Index of the Trmes for 1944 may 
be had for 15 cents. A cloth binder, 
which will hold copies for one year, 
may be had for $1.25. Both may be or- 
dered from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 6. 
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July 21,1945 


ISAAC’S HERITAGE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 21 to 24, printed text, Genesis 24:10, 15-20, 34-36, 61-67 
Golden Text.—1i have a goodly heritage.—Psa. 16:6 


Kine James VeRsion 
Gen. 24:10 And the servant took ten camels of the camels of 
his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were 
in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the 
city df Nahor. 


15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, 
behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of 
Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher 
upon her shoulder. 

16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither 
had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and 
filled her pitcher, and came up. 

17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray 
thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 

18 And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down 
her pitcher upon her hand, ‘and gave him drink. 

19 And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will 
draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. 


silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, 
and asses. 

36 And Sarah my master’s wife bare a son to my master when 
she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. 


61 And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode wu 
the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took - 
bekah, and went his way. 

62 And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi; for 
he dwelt in the south country. 

63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the even- 
tide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels 
were coming. 

64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, 
she lighted off the camel. 

65 For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that 
walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is 
my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself. 


20 And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, 
and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all 


his camels. 
34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 


35 And the Lorp hath blessed my master greatly; 
and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and 


become great: 


The Lesson “ee Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


SAAC is the heir. To him it was 
I given to dwell in the land which 

Jehovah had promised to his father. 
His life, generally speaking, was very 
quiet and uneventful. He was a man 
remarkably meek and _ self-effacing. 
True, he failed by going among the 
Philistines, and there denied his wife 
as Abraham had done before him when 
he went down into Egypt. But he 
meekly accepted rebuke, and when the 
wells he reopened were contested, he 
moved on elsewhere, content to allow 
others to maintain their claims to what 
he knew rightfully belonged to him by 
divine gift. Yet he did not display the 
same energy of faith that characterized 
Abraham, nor did he manifest the rest- 
lessness of spirit that marked his son 
Jacob, nor the militant ardor that was 
seen in Esau. He missed the mind of 
God, for the moment, when he proposed 
to give the blessing of Abraham to Esau 
in exchange for “savory meat.’ But 
when, deceived by Jacob (acting on his 
mother’s advice), he blessed him instead, 
he did not attempt to reverse it, for he 
realized it was the will of God that the 
elder should serve the younger (Gen. 
25: 23). 

There is a very beautiful typical lesson 
to be gathered from the manner in which 
he obtained his wife, Rebekah. It was 
Abraham, the father, who sent the serv- 
ant into the far country to obtain the 
bride and bring her home to the son, 
who abode in the land. Surely, one can 





66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. 
67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and 
took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and~ 


Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


and he is 
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see in all this a wonderful picture ‘of 
the Holy Spirit, as sent by the Father 
into this world to get the Bride, the 
Church (Eph. 5:31, 32), for the Son 
while He remains in the Heavens in the 
Father’s house. It was a great thing so 
to present the virtues of Isaac as to 
cause Rebekah to fall in love with — and 
be willing to leave, all for—a man she 
had never seen! Even so has the Holy 
Spirit won our hearts for Him whom, 
having not seen, we love (1 Pet. 1:8). 


The Historical Setting 


Isaac was born at. Gerar when his 
father, Abraham, was one hundred years 
old (1896 B.C.). His half-brother, Ish- 
mael, became jealous of him and was 
sent away, while Isaac was recognized 
as heir of the promises. At the corh- 
mand of God, his father prepared to 
offer him in sacrifice when a youth of 
(Josephus says) twenty years of age. 
At forty he married his cousin Rebekah. 
He was the father of Esau and Jacob and 
lived to be 180 years old, dying at 
Hebron. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 24:10.—“The servant took ten 
camels ... of his master, and departed.” 
Abraham’s eldest servant of his house 
(v. 2) was sent to the old home in Meso- 
potamia to obtain a wife for Isaac. He 
took the journey in prayerful depend- 
ence upon God, trusting to be guided 
to the right person and that she“would, 
of her own free will, choose to become 
the wife of his master. 

Verse 15.—“‘Before he had done speak- 
ing ... Rebekah came out ... with 
her pitcher upon her shoulder.” The 
servant requested of God, as he waited 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


by a well at Nahor, that the damsel 
of whom he should ask a drink might 
respond in such a way that he would 
know she was the person chosen of God 
to be Isaac’s wife. Before his ‘prayer 
was finished, Rebekah, the daughter of 
Bethuel, approached’ the well, and the 
conversation that followed was exactly 
as outlined before the Lord. 


Verse 16.—“‘The damsel was very fair 
to look upon, a virgin, ...and she... 
filled her pitcher, and came up.”  Re- 
bekah was.-characterized both by beauty 
of. person and a kindly, obliging manner 
which at once commended her to the 
aged servant of Abraham, and encour- 
aged him to believe that she was indeed 
the divinely chosen one to be Isaac’s 
wife. 

Verse 17.—“The servant .. . said, Let 
me, I pray thee, drink a little water 
of thy pitcher.” This was the beginning 
of the test. On the response to this re- 
quest hung, though the girl knew it not, 
the destiny of a great nation. We can 
imagine how eagerly the servant awaited 
her answer. 


Verse 18.—“She said, Drink, my lord: 
and she hasted .. . and gave him drink.” 
With, true Oriental courtesy, Rebekah 
proffered the refreshing draught to the 
stranger. Would she be likely to offer 
to water the camels, too, which was part 
of the test that had been put before the 
Lord? 

Verse 19.—“She said, I will draw water 
for thy camels also.” Unwittingly, she 
had offered to do the very thing the 
unknown traveler had indicated in his 
prayer. 

Verse 20.—“She hasted, and emptied 
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her pitcher into the trough, and ran... 
and drew for all his camels. Though 
knowing nothing of the petition the 
stranger had offered, she acted in exact 
accordance with it. 

Verse 34—“He said, I am Abraham’s 
servant.” Throughout the chapter, his 
personal name is not given. It has been 
assumed that this was Eliezer, of whom 
Abraham had spoken as the steward of 
his house some fifty years before (chap. 
15:2), but we are not told definitely that 
he is the same person. He simply ap- 
pears before us here as an unnamed, but 
thoroughly dependable servant, who put 
his master’s interest above all else. 

Verse 35.—“The Lord hath blessed my 
master greatly; and he is become great.” 
Not of himself or of his long jour- 
mey did he speak, but of the wealth 
and prosperity of Abraham, for whose 
son he was seeking a bride. 

Verse 36—‘‘Sarah my master’s wife 
bare a son... and unto him hath he 
given all that he hath.” He speaks of 
Isaac as the child of promise and the 
heir to all of Abraham’s riches. To be 
united to him in marriage would be 
for her to share all his honors and his 
accumulated property —to be co-heiress 
with him. Just as Christ shares all He 
has with the Church, His bride (Eph. 
5:25-31), so did Isaac, through the serv- 
ant of his father, offer to take Rebekah 
into union with himself as heir of his 
father’s wealth. 

Verse 61.—“Rebekah arose, and her 
damsels, and they' rode upon the camels, 
and followed the man.” There was no 
hesitation on the part of Rebekah when 
asked, “Wilt thou go with this man?” 
(v. 58.) Her heart had been won for a 
man her eyes had never seen, and: she 
replied at once, “I will go.” So it was 
not long until the returning caravan was 
on its way and the prospective bride 
and her women attendants had started 
for Canaan, where Isaac awaited eagerly, 
we may be sure, to learn the results 
of the servant's quest. 

Verse 62.—“Isaac came from the way 
of the well Lahai-roi.” Often his eyes 
must have searched the distant road as 
he watched for the first sign of the re- 
turn of the servant to make known the 
results of his mission. 

Verse 63.—“He lifted up his eyes, ... 
and, behold, the camels were coming.” 
With what mixed emotions his heart 
would be stirred as, at long last, he be- 
held the caravan making its way through 
the intervening wilderness, bringing the 
bride for whom he had waited. 

Verse 64—“Rebekah ... when she saw 
Isaac . . . lighted off the camel.” In- 
stinctively she descended from the back 
of the beast that had borne her over 
the miles. Isaac had come to meet her. 
She was through with the wilderness 
journey. ‘ 

. Verse 65.—“She had said unto the serv-- 
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Last Week's Lesson 


5. July 29.—God’s Promise of a Nation. 
Genesis 17 and 18 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. August 12.—Isaac’s Testimony to God. 
Genesis 25 and 26 








ant, What man is this that walketh in 
the field to meet us?” It was the in- 
tuition of a loving and expectant heart 
that led to the question. She was in- 
wardly certain of the identity of the man 
who came forth to welcome her. When 
the servant replied, “It is my master,” 
she modestly covered herself with a 
veil. She would not flaunt her comeli- 
ness before him, but would await with 
becoming maidenly reserve for him. to 
mtake himself known and to welcome her 
to his heart and home. 


Verse 66.—“The servant told Isaac all 
things that he had done.” We can un- 
derstand how eagerly Isaac would listen 
to the story of the meeting at the well, 
and the attitude of Rebekah and her 
parents. All gave evidence of the defi- 
nite leading of the Lord. 

Verse 67.—“Isaac . . . took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife; and he loved 
her.” It is a tender sequel to a beauti- 
ful romance. Thus had God provided 
a wife for the heir of the promise in 
order that further prophecies concerning 
the nation and the Seed, “which is 
Christ” (Gal. 3:16), might be fulfilled 
in due time. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is a great thing to learn to consult 
the Lord about everything and to com- 
mit one’s entire way unto Him, know- 
ing that He will ever guide and direct 
aright those who seek to do His will 
and commit their ways unto Him. We 
have a beautiful illustration of divine 
guidance in this lesson; and we may 
be certain that God is just as ready to 
lead and overrule in all our affairs to- 
day as He was in this matter of obtain- 
ing just the right bride for Isaac. 


A Lesson Outline 


THE QUEST OF THE BRIDE 
Genesis 24 

Commissioned by the father (vs. 1-4) 
The instructed servant (vs. 5-9) 
Seeking the bride (vs. 10, 11) 
Prayer for guidance (vs. 12-14) 
The remarkable answer (vs. 15-27) 
Welcomed by the family (vs. 28-33) 
The errand explained (vs. 34-49) 
The affianced bride (vs. 50-58) 
The meeting and the inarriage (vs. 59-67) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Father’s Plan. In this lesson it. is 
not so much the desire of the son, but 
the purpose of the father, that is em- 
phasized. It is God who has planned 


that the Church should be the bride of 
Christ, and to this end He has sent the 
Holy Spirit inte the world te draw our 
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hearts out to His blessed Son. As moved 
upon by Him, we learn to love and value 
the unseen Saviour, and He it is who 
leads us on through this world to the 
Son, who abides in the Father’s house 
until the hour of the marriage union 
strikes. 


Summaries and Applications 


Just as Abraham gave all that he had 
unto Isaac, so God has appointed our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be Heir of all 
things. 

In Rebekah’s decision we have a beau- 
tiful illustration of what it means for a 
soul to decide for Christ. 


To every soul who hears the Gospel 
today the Holy Spirit puts the question, 
“Wilt thou go with this man?” Blessed 
are all who answer without hesitation 
or procrastination, “I will go.” 

We can imagine Rebekah’s eagerness 
to know more of Isaac as she rode on 
the camel through the wilderness. So 
does the heart of the believer yearn to 
know more and more about Jesus our 
Lord. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT principle of guidance is sug- 
gested by the experience of Abra- 
ham’s servant? 


2. What were Isaac’s outstanding char- 
acteristics? 


3. In what way was Rebekah’s courtesy 
definitely an.answer to Abraham’s servant's 
prayer? 

4. How could Rebekah love Isaac whom 
she had never seen? 

5. What Gospel illustration is seen in this 
story? 

6. What lesson may we learn from Re- 
bekah’'s attitude? 


7. Is it right for us to ask a sign of God 
in answer to prayer? 


8. How should a Christian seek a marriage 


partner? 
(Answers on page 568) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“All the goods of his master were in 
his hand” (Gen. 24:10).—The setting of 
the chapter must not be forgotten. Abra- . 
ham’s and Isaac’# experiences at the 
altar of sacrifice are past (chap. 22), and 
Isaac has been received from the dead 
“in a figure” (Heb. 11:17-19); and Sarah 
has been put away (Gen. 23) —type of 
Israel’s present condition. 

So, in the father’s house at this time, 
are seen Abraham (the Father), Isaac 
(the Son), and the sérvant (Holy 
Spirit), all conferring about a bride for 
Isaac! What a picture of Heaven’s con- 
cern over a Bride for the Son! 

The servant (type of the Holy Spirit) 
has all his master’s goods in his hand. 
No marvel then, that the Holy Spirit 
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is the One to convict, regenerate, teach, 
guide, and show us things to come (John 
16:13). 

What a faithful servant was this Eli- 
ezer (Gen. 15:2) —a perfect contrast to 
the steward of Luke 16:1, who was ac- 
cused unto his rich master of wasting 
his goods! 

‘Eliezer was like Joseph, into whose 
hand Pharaoh put “all that he had” and 
left it there, and knew not ought he had 
save the portion he ate (Gen. 39: 4-6). 

“It is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). We 
would that more persons believed the 
saying of Theodore Roosevelt: “It is 
better to be faithful than famous.” 

Something of the importance which a 
faithful God (Deut. 7:9) places upon 
faithfulness can be seen from the fact 
that He mentions a 


“faithful” prophet (Num. 12:7) 
“faithful priest” (1 Sam. 2:35) 
“faithful” ruler (Dan. 6:4) 
“faithful ambassador” (Prov. 13:17) 
“faithful witness” (Prov. 14:5) 
“faithful ... brother” (Col. 4:9) 
“faithful children” (Titus 1:6) 
“faithful martyr” (Rev. 2:13) ° 
Faithfulness merits and receives the 
“well done” of the Lord (Matt. 25:21). 
“The damsel was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin” (v. 16)—Such a bride 
was suitable for Isaac, the man of faith, 
of prayer, of love, as well as of wealth. 
Rebekah becomes a type of her to 
whom the heavenly Lover says, “Behold, 
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thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art 
fair” (Song of Sol. 1:15). 


When she speaks of herself, she con- 
fesses, “I am black” (Song of Sol. 1:5). 
By nature and by practice she was black 
—the intensity of which can only be 
pictured by the tents of Kedar which 
glistened with an intense blackness in 
the full blaze of the Oriental sun. If we 
know ourselves at all we will admit 
that black is our color (Titus 3:3). 


But she was also “comely.” Attrac- 
tive by the beauty he had put upon her 
—like the beautiful and costly curtains 
of Solomon’s Temple. 


When we are clothed in garments of 
salvation and covered with the robe of 
divine righteousness, when we are com- 
plete in Him, we, too, can say, “I am 

. comely.” 

As Rebekah would be to Isaac, so is 
the Church to Christ—the “fairest 
among women.” 


“Rebekah arose, ... and followed the 
man” (v. 61).—She had been definitely 
asked, “Wilt thou go with this man?” 
She must exercise her power of choice. 
How much hangs upon her decision! 
She can say, “No,” and remain single 
in her father’s house, and continue her 
role of shepherdess. She can answer, 
“Yes,” and go to be the wife of Isaac — 
be the object of his affection and the 
sharer of his wealth and purpose ! 


A certain woman received a proposal 
of marriage from a man whom she loved, 
but whom she supposed an ordinary 


“i ye ask anything in my name, will do it?” sonn 14:4. 
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workingman, for he had not enlightened 
her as to his financial status. It was 
not until after she had married him, and 
he knew that he was loved and accepted 
for his own sake, that he informed her 
of his great’ wealth. 

But when God asks us, “Will you have 
My Son as your Saviour and Lord?” 
we should. know that that Son is the 
“heir of all things,” for it is so revealed 
in His Word (Heb. 1:2). 

To say “I will” to Him spells salva- 
tion, plus heirship with God and joint- 
heirship with Christ (Rom. 8:17). So 
give the proposal the consideration it 
deserves. 


“She became his wife; and he loved 
her” (v. 67).—And there is every indi- 
cation in the Word that they were a 
happy, well-mated couple, with the. 
blessing of the Lord on their marriage. 

The marriage relationship is the one 
the Lord Jesus has chosen to reveal His 
relationship to the Church (Eph. 5:25- 
32). ' 
THE HEAVENLY BRIDE 


How glorious, complete she'll stand 
Before her Bridegroom’s face, 

Robed white, in perfect purity, 
Like Him, in love and grace. 


Loved with everlasting love, 
Whose love grows never cold, 

The Bridegroom’s face shall be to her 
A joy far past untold. 


How bright and perfect all will be, 
When she to Home has gone — 

To share with Him the glory there, 
Upon His royal throne. 


To stand with Him, in union one, 
To view His piercéd brow, 

Which on it brilliantly doth shine 
A crown of glory now. 


When she within the pearly gates 
The golden street will walk, 

Enjoy her heavenly destined home 
Sweetly with Him will talk. 


Her sorrows there are known no more— 
Her eyes from tears are free; 

No pain, no death can enter there 
Beyond the crystal sea. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


we 


For Primary. Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Rebekah’s Kindness to a Stranger 
(Gen. 24:10, 15-20) 


EBEKAH was just a young girl, and 

one of her tasks was to go to the 
well with her pitcher on her shoulder, 
and draw water and bring it home. In 
those days people didn’t have wells in 
their own yard, or water in the house. 
There was generally but one well in a 
village, and everyone went there for 
water. Women and girls always carried 
the water. So on this day Rebekah went 
after the water, and when she reached 
the well, there was a stranger there with 
ten camels._He asked-her -for a drink 
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and-she gave him one; and then she of- 
fered to draw water for his camels until 
they had all they would drink. And 
she knew about how much camels can 
drink, too. The stranger wondered at 
her, and when she had finished water- 
ing the camels, he gave her two golden 
bracelets and a golden earring. Re- 
bekah received much more than that for 
her courtesy, she became the bride of 
Isaac, the one woman for whom this 
stranger was seeking. 

But Rebekah did not know anything 
about this stranger when she offered to 
water the camels, it was real courtesy 
to a stranger. 

Paul tells us to entertain strangers. 
We all need this lesson today. Every- 
where in our country today there are 
strangers, people away from home and 
who are homesick, in poor houses, 
crowded, uncomfortable. Are you show- 
ing kindness to the strangers near you? 

This lesson applies to the smallest 
child in the Primary Department. The 
children meet other children who are 
strangers. Are they friendly? I know 
so many people, large and small, who 
are not even courteous. On the Pacific 
coast, our cities and towns are so full 
of strangers that we scarcely meet any- 
one we know in a day’s shopping, though 
we have had our home here for twen- 
ty-eight years. 

Many people resent this; they say the 
place is ruined with all these foreigners 
here. There is a Christian attitude about 
this. God has given us a wonderful op- 
portunity to witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ at our own door, or in our own 
house, if we can be unselfish enough to 
take some of the wanderers into our 
home. 

I know very small children who have 
been moved around so much that they 
are like little plants torn up by the roots. 
See if you can find one of them to whom 
you can show some real love and cour- 
tesy, in Jesus’ name. 

At least, you will never have to draw 
water for ten camels (have ten camels 
to put on the flannel board) as Rebekah 
did, though you may have to do some 
unusual things for strangers, if you fol- 
low where the Lord leads. 


Quiz 

1. How many camels did the servant of 
Abraham take with him? 

2. Who came out with her pitcher on her 
shoulder, just as the servant was 
praying? 

3. What did the servant ask for? 

4. Did Rebekah give i#t to him? 

5. What else did she do for him? 


Mopesto, Cauir. 








A helpful lesson side light, 
“Hints From the Hebrew,” by H. 
Framer Smith, will be found on 
page 569 of this issue of the 
TIMEs. ‘ 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E: Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for all that Thou 
hast revealed to us in Thy Word con- 
cerning Thy dealings with Thy people. 
In the everyday affairs of life we have 
so much to learn from Thy providences. 
We thank Thee for a man who had been 
led by God out of the quiet, simple life 
of the desert into a large place of pos- 
session and usefulness, and became the 
father who was to be a leader among 
his people. Wilt Thou teach us from the 
early days of the people of Israel how 
greatly Thou dost bless Thy chosen ones 
as life unfolds for them. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This little section 
of the Scriptures is simply a piece cut 
out of the great fabric of the history 
of the Children of Israel as God un- 
folded His purposes to them. In the 
early days Abraham had become pre- 
pared, as the blessing of God had enriched 
him, to advise his son Isaac concerning 
the ordinary life of the people of his 
day. How much a son may learn if he 
will listen to the counsels of his father ! 
If you read all the verses of this lesson 





ISAAC'S HERITAGE (Reh 
-| HAVE A GOODLY HER'TAGE! 











selection you will have a vivid picture 
of life in these ancient days under the 
hand of God. It is not very different in 
these days. Our lives are shaped by 
Him, and we are led from one step to 
another in accordance with His mercy; 
and it is a great thing for us to remem- 
ber to give thanks to God every day 
for the wonderful heritage that He has 
given us in the great blessings that have 
become ours. Do we think enough about 
that great fact? Do you ever sing: 
Count your many blessings, name them 
one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord 
hath done. 
Try it, and you will see how truly He 
has helped and blessed you. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is the nearest to a 

piece of perfect personal work which 
the Old Testament gives us. It is a 
counterpart to the New . Testament’s 
near-perfect service done by Philip in 
winning the Ethiopian eunuch to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. When you try to 
win a soul to Christ, you are “courting” 
in a very real sense. The figure is given 


by-our.Lord Himself when He calls groom. | 


- 
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Himself the Bridegroom and the Church 
His bride. 

Eliezer, the loyal, faithful servant of 
Abraham went a-courting when he set 
forth to seek a bride for Isaac the be- 
loved son of his master. He went out 
under orders He was commissioned 
by the highest authority he knew, even 
as you and I, as Christians, obey the 
“great commission” found in Matthew 
28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

When a man goes a-courting he does 
his utmost to make a good impression on 
the one he would win. Eliezer took with 
him unmistakable evidences of his mas- 
ter’s wealth (see Gen. 24:10, 22, 53). 
Ten camels and as many servants made 
an imposing caravan laden as they were 
with costly raiment and ornaments and 
precious jewels. It is no wonder that 
Rebekah and her family were pro- 
foundly impressed. Surely this was the 
servant of a great and mighty one. Nor 
did Eliezer fail to tell them. “I am 
Abraham’s servant,” said he. “And the 
Lord hath blessed my master greatly; 
and he is become great: and he hath 
given him flocks, and herds, and silver, 
and gold, and menservants, and maid- 
servants, and camels, and asses.” With 
far greater confidence and enthusiasm 
the ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ 
can extol the greatness, the power and 
riches of his Master. Eliezer was wise 
to make Bethuel and his family know 
how great was the name of Abraham. 

Again, the bride-winner made much 
of prayer. Three times in this 24th chap- 
ter (vs. 12, 26, 52) Eliezer bowed be- 
fore the Lord in earnest prayer — twice 
in the presence of the one whom he 
sought to win. There is nothing so po- 
tent in personal work as praying with 
the “prospect.” “I being in the way, the 
Lord led me to the house of my mas- 
ter’s brethren” (v. 27). “Being in the 
way” is a great help to finding. “He that 
abideth in me,” says Jesus, “. .. the same 
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 15:5). 
“Abiding” and “being in the way” (of 
service) are much the same. 

One other prime quality in this Eli- 
ezer: he put the business of his mission 
in first place and kept it there. They 
wanted him to sit down to dinner, but 
no; he said: “I will not eat, until I 
have told mine errand.” And even after 
he had won his case and Rebekah had 
consented to go, he resisted all efforts 
they made to detain him, saying, “Hin- 
der me not, seeing the Lord hath pros- 
pered my way; send me away that I 
may go to my master.” And he did go; 
he took Rebekah with him and safely 
delivered her to the bridegroom. Isaac 
had come out to meet her and a faithful 

servant had the great satisfaction of 
seeing his work crowned with success, 
The bride had been brought to the brides , 
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John the Baptist had this thought. 
Said he, “He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but the friend of the bride- 
groom, which standeth and heareth him, 
rejoiceth greatly because of the bride- 
groom’s voice: this my joy therefore is 
fulfilled” (John 3:29). , 


Fellows, courting has many sweet 
thrills, but your heart will never reach 
a higher joy than that when you are 
consciously used by the Holy Spirit to 
win a soul to Jesus. Christ; it is like 
bringing the bride to the bridegroom. 

Denver, Coto. | : 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


ISAAC'S HERITAGE 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and cther contributors;.and for God’s 
‘blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Equipment for Royal Birth—I have a 
goodly heritage (Psa. 16:6, Golden Text). 
Having given us Royal birth He will 
give us Royal bearing and behavior.— 
From George A. Foz, in Occasional Let- 
ter of the Friends’ Evangelistic Band. 
Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Only Those Who Pray.—And it came 
to pass, before he had done speaking 
(Gen. 24:15). A Quaker, speaking in 
the open air, was opposed by a man 
who ridiculed the idea that there was a 


God who answered prayer. The Quaker ‘ 


stopped and asked the troubler quickly, 
“Friend, dost thou pray?” “No, not I,” 
was the reply. “Then what dost thou 
know about it?” said the Quaker.—F rom 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. J. S. 
Dick, Dinuba, Calif. 


Wholeheartedly His—And Rebekah 
arose, ... and followed the man (Gen. 
24:61). Bishop Hedding of New York 
once addressed a candidate for the for- 
eign mission field as follows: “Have 
you considered that you will have to go 
away from home and friends, and be 
among strangers?” “I have,” replied the 
young man. “Have you considered that 
you must leave your native. land. with 
all its privileges, and be a foreigner in 
a strange land?”: “I have considered it 
all,” said the young preacher. “Have 
you ‘considered that your health may 
fail and you may be prostrated with 
fevers?” “Yes, and if I had a thousand 
lives I would give them to Jesus. 
Bishop, please don’t ask me any more 
questions, but send me, send me, send 
me!”—From the Gospel Herald. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 


Time to Look Up Not Lost—lIsaac 
went out to meditate in the field (Gen. 
24:63). Quiet meditation and prayer 
every day is not a luxury for busy peo- 
ple but a necessity. Wisely it has been said 
that if we would keep going regularly, 
we must stop occasionally. That may 
be a paradox, but it is a law of our 
being both in the physical and in the 
spiritual realms. .°. . It is not lost time 
to look up. There is an old church in 
Europe in which may be seen a picture 
of a plowman who has left his plow and 
turned aside to pray. But while he 
prays an angel is going on with his 
plowing for him. The painter had 
learned a real secret for daily living 
and put it into that- picture. The ‘mo- 
ments we spend looking up are not lost 
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time. - We work the better and more 


effectively for them when we take up 
our ordinary duties anew. Your plow- 
ing, whatever it is, will not suffer by 
your taking some moments every. day 
to direct your prayer to God.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


In the Secret of His Presence.—And 
Isaac went out to meditate in the field 
(Gen. 24:63). 

The little cares that fretted me, 

I lost them yesterday, 

Among the fields, above the sea, 
Among the winds at play; 
Among the rustling of the corn, 
Where drowsy poppies nod, 

Where ill thoughts die and good are 

born — 
Out in the fields with God. 
—From Elizabeth Barrett ‘Browning. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Hat or Heart?—And Isaac brought her 
into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took 
Rebekah, and she became his wife; and 
he loved her: and Isaac was comforted 
ajter his mother’s death (Gen. 24:67). 
To some a home is just a place to hang 
your hat. To others a horne is a place 
to hang your heart. Isaac’s home was 
only a tent, but Isaae hung his heart 
there.—Original. Sent by Emma Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topie and Scripture: 
When Rebekah Was Courteous to a Stranger 
(Gen. 24:10, 15-20) 
EBEKAH couldn’t turn the faucet 
and fill the pitcher quickly with 
either hot cr cold water. She couldn’t 
even pump water at the sink. Instead 
she took a large pitcher, or urn, we 
would call it, on her shoulder, and 
started off for the well just outside the 
city. (A picture of a pitcher or a 
woman carrying a jar on her shoulder 
or head-may be on display.) It was 
getting toward evening and other girls 
were going for water, too, in Abraham’s 
old country (map), but Rebekah was 
one of the prettiest as she walked straight 
and tall on her way.’ 


Near the well she saw ten camels rest- 
ing and a stranger near by. But she 
went on with her task, and filled her 
pitcher at the well. As she turned to 
go home, the stranger ran forward. “Let 
me, I pray thee, drink a little water 
of thy pitcher.” “Drink, my lord,” she 
replied, and took the pitcher down for 
him to drink. After he had drunk, she 
offered, “I will draw water for thy 
camels also, until they have done drink- 
ing.” That was some job, for ten camels 
after a long journey across a desert can 
no doubt drink a good many pitcherfuls 
of water. But she kept on filling her 
pitcher and‘ pouring it into the trough 
until ali were satisfied. ‘ 
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“Then came a big surprise, for~ the 
stranger gave her a lovely gold earring 
and bracelets. Then he asked her name, 
and if he could stay overnight at her 
father’s house. She answered his ques- 
tions politely and ran home to show her 
jewels and tell about the man who 
wanted to stay overnight. Meanwhile 
the stranger stood with bowed head, 
thanking God for answering his prayer. 

Rebekah’s brother Laban, as soon as 
he ‘heard the story and saw the jewels, 
ran to the man at the well and invited 
him to his house. The camels were fed 
and taken care of for the night. The 
stranger and his camel drivers were 
given water to clean up a bit, and din- 
ner was served. But the stranger would 
not eat until he had told his story—a 
strange story of how a wife was to be 
found for Isaac in the far-away land of 
Canaan. Abraham didn’t want hfs son 
to have a heathen girl for a wife. He 
wanted Isaac to have one of his own 
kind. So Abraham had sent his trusted 
servant to bring one from his distant 
homeland. The stranger with the ten 
camels was Abraham’s servant. The 
_ servant had asked God’s help in choos- 
ing the right girl for Isaac, and the first 
one he spoke to was the right one! 
Wouldn’t you like to hear the stranger 
tell the story? (Read Gen. 24: 34-49.) And 
the very next morning Rebekah, with 
some servant girls to accompany her, 
was on a camel riding to a foreign land 
to become the wife of a man whom she 
had never seen. 

I suppose we often meet strangers. 
But we don’t get rich gifts and a chance 
for a trip to a foreign country on camel 
back. However, the Bible tells us, “Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers” 
(Heb. 13:2, Memory Verse). It isn’t 
well for boys and girls to get too 
friendly with grown-up strangers, but I 
wonder if there isn’t a strange or lonely 
boy or girl who has recently moved into 
your locality whom you can entertain 
and make happy. Can you be a blessing 
to. someone in this way? (Discuss possi- 
bilities. Include an invitation to Sunday 
school. A picnic might gather in and 
make acquainted several newcomers. A 
simple dramatization of this story might 
be part of the entertainment.) 


- Bucksport, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“TAKE A Wire Unto My Son” 


HE thought of this lesson repre- 

sents the hope of every normal, 
growing child and young person. A 
husband, a wife, a home, are these not 
the fundamentals of most youthful 
dreams of future days? Just how much 
of a part does prayer have in these 
dreams? Is it right to pray for a boy 


or.a girl friend? 
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When Abraham sent his servant to 
seek a bride for Isaac, ‘prayer formed 
the basis of the trip. Abraham trusted 
in the Lord to guide his servant, and 
bring success; the servant, likewise, put 
his confidence in God. The family of 
the bride-to-be were convinced of the 
Lord’s leadings; and when, at last, Isaac 
and his fair bride met, it was after 
Isaac’s meditation at the well Lahai-roi, 
“the well of him that liveth and seeth 
me.” Love that enveloped this home 
was Heaven-sent love in answer to many 
prayers. 

As our class of girls, in their week- 
night meeting, were reading together 
about blackbirds, we came to a para- 
graph that mentioned different activ- 
ities of male and female birds. When 
these terms were read, the girls began 


to titter, and we knew at that moment. 


that a topic more important than black- 
birds was:in order, a beautiful, God- 
blessed topic, for “male and female cre- 
ated he them; and blessed them” (Gen. 
5:2). It was God who planned the dif- 
ference between boys and girls, and 
much of the success of marriage depends 
upon the attitudes they take toward 
one another as they gre growing up. 
When we had spoken, among other 
things, about the importance ‘of gracious 
feminine virtues in a girl, the beauty 
of ‘womanliness, and the privilege of 
possible motherhood, one of them asked, 
“What is there about boys that is as 
nice as all that?” 

Boys, those which a lovely girl should 
admire, are strong and manly, and en- 
joy clean fun. They are chivalrous and 
respectful to girls who deserve respect; 
other girls they ignore. This, too, is 
important for a girl to know! 

While Abraham’s servant visited with 
the bride’s family, he spoke altogether 
of the virtues of his master Abraham, 
and. of Isaac, the son and heir. Make 
your own list of Isaac’s qualifications 
that would appeal to a Christian girl. 
Discuss the following: 

Isaac was wealthy and would make 
a good provider. 

He was an 
healthy. 

He was a person of prayer and medi- 
tation, a deep thinker. 

He was a kind, loving son, ready to 
become a loving husband and father. 

Boys also have ideals of the girl they 
would like for a wife. What kind of 
wife would a man like Isaac want? To 
what extent did Rebekah measure up to 
these, ideals? ‘ 

Rebekah was neat and attractive, as 
every girl should be. 

She was industrious and physically 
fit for work. 

She was kind and willing to help 
others. 

She was hospitable and friendly. 

She possessed modesty and decorum. 

She, too, was a person of prayer, and 


out-of-doors person, 


_ Was willing to travel into a strange land 





MAKE MONEY—lots of i 
mas. 
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BOXES includi 
Religious Assortments. Samples sent on approval, 
No experience necessary. 
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CHRISTIAN. NURSE. WANTED 
THE FLORENCE CRITTENTON HOME ‘ 
Send picture and information to JACOB STAM 
140 Market Street Paterson 1, New Jersey 


Wordy Bible Instibite 


An interdenominational, tuition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all 
types of Christion service. Seven courses, 
Write for details Dept. $ 1036 

153 INSTITUTE PLACE © CHICAGO 10 











SHOWING NEWEST 


Christmas Cards ¢ 


t—between now and Christ- 

values in PERSONAL I 
$1.00. Also fast-selling 
RIBBON 
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CHA6. A. BELZ CO., Dept. D 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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JESUS re CHRIST 


BIBLE STUDY 
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THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. T 


1443 N. Vine Street Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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THOROUGHNESS 


Teen age boys are ready to begin 
many valuable activities, but they 
sraqpentiy do not continue. Thor- 
oughness is an essential part of 
Christian character. Ben Lippen 
Boys School has helped many boys 
to learn how to persevere in the 
face of obstacles. The School 
teaches: students how to prepare 
thoroughly for each class, and in 
that way to learn. to study. The 
boys’ daily work in helping care 
for the building and grounds aids 
them to make themselves useful. 
They find this training has money 
value when they get summer occu~- 
pation. They experience the joy 
of accomplishment. Organized 
sports and overnight hikes in the 
mountains have helped them ‘to 
learn how to win against odds. 

Ben Lippen endeavors to put 
Christ and the Bible at the center 
of the entire school program. 
Grades nine through twelve. 
Eighth grade planned. College 
preparatory. Accredited. 

Write 
Or. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 

Principal, Jonathan G. Williants, M.A., Bib.E4. 














REN | IPPENBOYS \CHOOL 


** Asheville 7/ ( 
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Buffalo Bible Conference 
Has purchased and improved 
Ewangelicel Park, Ebenezer, N. Y. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Sunday, August 19 to Labor Day 


S. HUGH PAINE, Registrar 
59 Myron Avenue Kenmore 17, N. Y. 








American Bible Institute, Inc. 


American Seminary of the Bibfe, inc. 


Brooklyn 10, New York. 














ARE YoU ee 18 and 32 years of 
IF SO would you consider giving your life as 
a Foreign Missionary? * 


Write today to: ‘ 


SIDNEY CORRELL 
Box 8, Riverdale Station Daytoa, Ohie 
NIAGARA BIBLE CONFERENCE 
On Lake Ontario - - Olcott, N. Y. 
“The Vacation with a Blessing” 
Girls’ Camp + - ° e July 21 to 28 





Boys’ Camp . . July 28 te August 4 
General and Missionary Conference, August 5 te 19 
For reservations and price, write 

















Young Men, Young Women 
FOR TRAINING IN 
PSYCHIATRIC NURSING 


Write Director of Nurses 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM, Wyckoff, N. J. 











By Ernest Gorden 
Students of the Scriptures will be 
interested in this excellent treatise 
on whether the wine used at Cana 
made in a miraculous way by the 
Lord was fermented or not. 


Attractive Booklet 
36 pages — 25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday Scheol Times Co, 
325 N. 13th St, Phila. 5, Pa. 
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in order to fulfill the will of God in her 
life. 

In closing; as we think of the many 
brides and grooms today who are travel- 
ing long distances for their weddings, 
let us compare this with ourselves as 
we look forward to our meeting with 
Christ, our great Lover (1 John 3:2). 
Are these worried, uncertain, traveling 
lovers permitting the Lord to lead them 
“in the right way”? (Gen. 24:27, 48; 
Prov. 3:5, 6.) Are they kind and con- 
siderate to those they meet, and ready 
to be guided to those who can bring 
them rich blessings? (vs. 22, 23; Heb. 13: 
1, 2.) Are girls who are looking ahead 
to a distant meeting with their sweet- 
hearts occupying themselves busily and 
happily until that time comes? (vs. 16- 
20; 26, .28; Luke 19:13.) 

“Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good 
thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord” 
(Prov. 18:22; 19:14). Here is a glori- 
ous challenge to be a worthy girl! 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


we , 
This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 563) 


1. “I being in the way, the Lord led me” 
(Gen. 24:27). As we walk in the path of 
obedience we will get increased light as 
needed. 

2. Gentleness and meekness, coupled with 
faithfulness, in maintaining the standards 
set by his father. 

3. Rebekah may always have been courte- 
ous to strangers, but in this instance, her 
courtesy was of the Lord, for it was God's 
way of pointing her out to the servant of 
Abraham. 

4. His servant had so well described 
Isaac’s personality that she loved him, even 
as the believer, through the Holy Spirit, 
loves Christ whom he has not seen. 

5. It pictures the Holy Spirit sent by the 
Father to win a bride (the Church) for the 
Son. 


6. That of straightforward decision for 
Christ. ‘ 


7. Bible characters, not having, as do we, 
the guidance of the written Word, had signs 
given in answer to prayer, and God will 
sometimes give signs by which we may 
know His will, but we should not make a 
habit of depending upon signs. Let the 
Holy Spirit assure us of God's plans as we 
follow the principles set forth in His Word. 

8. Seek for one who will help to fulfill 
God’s purpose for the life, and seek that 
one with prayer. 

we 


The Bible Club Movement 
(Continued from second page) 


a Leaders’ Training Week when instruc- 
tion is given in methods and Bible ex- 
position. Children are taught to pray 
as well as to play. When they come 
back to Sunday school they are able 


.. to lead the school in prayer. 


The annual banquet in Philadelphia is 


Jan event. Both parents and children at- 


‘tend, — 893 in all in 1944. Chicken din- 


‘ner, with all the accompaniments, and 


—_— 
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ice cream, at cost! Singing and recita- 
tion of verses, incredible feats of memo- 
rization, enthusiasm, joy. It recalls 
Goethe’s phrase, “Youth is intoxication 
without wine.” Here is something of 
spiritual intoxication, as on the day of 
Pentecost. “I’ve reached the land of 
corn and wine.” You know the air 
They sing these words to it: , 

Christ died for me! Christ died for me! 

If I'll believe, He'll set me free. 

Verse 23, in Romans 3, 

Says all have sinned, and that means me. 

Refrain 

And He’ll forgive my every sin, and give 

me peace and joy within, 

And He’ll forgive my every sin, and give 

me peace and joy within. 

There has been a large expansion of 
clubs for colored children in Philadel- 
phia, and they, too, have their rallies 
and banquets. 

The.Club motto is, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” The Word 
is the foundation. The Club slogan is 
an expression of the Yielded Will: 

God said it, Jesus did it, 

I believe it, that settles it. 

To surrender the will to God for His 
inworking and indwelling is the other 
basis of the Christian life. At a Bible 
Club rally in Millville, N. J., thirty chil. 
dren made this deposit of their wills 
to Christ’s holy keeping. 

Old John Locke, seventeenth century 
metaphysician, was a wise observer 
when he said: “Children generally hate 
to be idle. All the care, then, should 
be that their busy humor should be 
constantly employed in something that 
is of use to them.” Mrs. Margaret 
Hunter of Folsom, Pa., shows this prin- 
ciple at work. She began with thirteen 
in her club and has now sixty-five. The 
meeting starts promptly at four o’clock. 
“On bitter cold days we let the ‘early 
birds’ in and hear their memory verses; 
but in clear weather we keep them out- 
side until 3.50. In this way they are 
not confined longer than an hour, which 
could easily cause discipline problems. 
We have such a full program, so care- 
fully planned and prayed over, that there 
is no time for aimless talk.” One fea- 
ture is the Bible Search Drill, which 
brings facility in finding Bible passages. 
Often there is mission information, with 
the use of a world map. : 

No co-operation comes from modern- 
ist pastors. They don’t believe in sal- 
vation/ Yet children are largely pagan 
with no knowledge of the way of life. 
“We have our foot in the door, but the 
door isn’t very wide open. One ninth 
grader tells us that there are only about 
six of the girls whodon’tdrink or smoke.” 
“What we had not fully anticipated was 
the unusual missionary character of this 
work,” writes another. “We enrolled 
that first year 260 children in fifteen 
clubs, which meant that 200 children, 
entirely outside our own church and 
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Bible school, became members of Bible 
Clubs, — three outsiders for every church 
schoo}.” 

This “Children’s Crusade” is in behalf 
of a living Saviour, not a far-away 
tamb. “I have told my sister, my 
brother, a girl friend, my grandmother, 
and my grandfather about the Lord 
Jesus. My sister took him as her Sav- 
iour in January; my brother, too.” Chil- 
dren find John’s Gospel easy to learn: the 
words are simpler. The Epistles are 
harder. When teachers are wanting, 
prayer is made for them. As a result, 
at Millville, N. J., twenty-five volun- 
teered, more than could be used. At 
times the teachers have so developed in 
Bible knowledge as to lead them to Bible 
training schools and mission work. 

A word of recognition should be given 
to Miss Bessie Traber, the leader of this 
splendid work. Daughter of a manufac- 
turer, she has inherited the sure execu- 
tive grasp which keeps it in right and 
effective channels. Everything is done 
with efficiency in the offices on the fifth 
floor of the Schaff Building, 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia. This building was 
named after the great church historian, 
Philip Schaff. The group of women, 
headed by Miss Traber, are doing a 
greater thing than writing church his- 
tory. They are making it. 


bd 


Hints From the Hebrew 
By H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., Th.D., D.D. 
A side light on the International 


Uniform Lesson in this issue 


Genesis 24:10.—The servant. Hebrew, 
ha‘ebhedh. The verb, ‘abhadh, means 
“to work for, that is, to serve another.” 
The noun, “servant,” indicates a slave; 
a vassal of a lord; one submissive to a 
superior. Probably Eliezer (cf. Gen. 15: 
2, 3). The utter submissiveness of this 
slave makes him, in this stirring chap- 
ter, veritable lord over Abraham's house- 
hold and wealth. 

Master. Used of Abraham some 
twenty times in the chapter: once of 
Eliezer (!). The noun, ‘adhonay, is 
derived from dun, meaning, “to judge; 
to rule; to govern.” It occurs frequently 
in the Old Testament phrase “Lord God,” 
and is not to be confused with the like 
English phase in which “Lord” is yeho- 
wah, “Jehovah,” the “fellowshiping” 
God. 

Goods. Derived from tobh, meaning 
“good” in the sense of pleasant, beauti- 
ful, and the like. On this journey the 
very best of Abraham’s possessions were 
im Eliezer’s hands (cf. v. 22). 

Mesopotamia... Nahor. For the first 
word the Hebrew reads, ’aram naha- 
tayim, “Aramea (Syria) of the two (or 
twin) rivers.” Aramea, ’aram, is derived 
from a verb meaning “to be high.” Re- 
bekah lived on high ground, between 
the rivers. Nahor (nachor), name of 
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both her city and her father, means 
“snoring” (!). 

Verse 15.—Pitcher. A noun, kadh, de- 
rived from a verb not used in Hebrew, 
kadhadh, but which means, in Arabic, 
“to toil severely; to be fatigued and 
weary (through toil)”; also “to draw 
from a well.” Note how Rebekah toiled 
at the well and trough (cf. vs. 19, 20) 
with her pitcher! It was a shoulder- 
borne, earthen water jar. 

Verse 16.—Very fair to look upon. He- 
brew reads, “Good (beautiful, pleas- 
ant) of appearance, exceedingly.” How- 
ever, in Rebekah, diligence in toilsome 
labor takes precedence over physical 
charm. 

A virgin. Here Hebrew reads beth- 
ulah. In verse 43, “virgin” is ‘almah, 
the term being used as a synonym for 
bethulah, It is ‘almah that is used of 
our Lord’s mother in Isaiah 7:14. Lib- 
eralism insists that ‘almah means, chiefty, 
if not always, “a young married woman.” 
But in our story, ‘almah and bethulah 
are synonyms; with the important com- 
ment, “neither had any man known” 
our ‘almah (Rebekah). Our Lord’s 
mother was the same kind of virgin! 

Verse 17—Ran to meet. “Ran” is 
rutz: “to run hastily, or.quickly; to rush.” 
“Meet” is qura’, a verb, the first mean- 
ing of which is, “to call aloud,” hence, 
“to meet.” This appearance of Rebekah 
is the answer to Eliezer’s unfinished 
prayer (cf. vs. 12-15). The “rushing, 
calling meeting” exhibits the external 
energy and action of the servant’s in- 
ternal faith. 

Drink (drank, drinking). The orig- 
inals for “drink(ing)” and “drank” are 
illuminating. Gama’ (v. 17) means, “to 
swallow.” Shaqah (vs. 14*, 18%, 19, 43, 
45, 46°, 46‘) * means, “to drink copi- 
ously.” Shathah (an intensification of 
Shaqah) occurs in verses 14**, 18%, 19, 
22, 44, 46", 46°, 54, and means, “to im- 
bibe; to drink to utter fullness.” Ac- 
cording to his prayer, Eliezer was to 
ask Rebekah for an utter fullness drink, 
shathah (cf. v. 144). Upon meeting her 
he requested “a swallow” (gama’; cf. v. 
17). When he drank, however, he took 





* The superior figures indicate which of the 
several mentions of a word is indicated, when 
that word occurs more than once in a given 
verse, 
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an utter fullness drink, shathah (cf. v. 
46*). Faith, strong in time of prayer, 
weakened in initial action, but renewed 
its strength in the climax. Rebekah al- 
ways bids Eliezer drink to utter fullness 
(cf. vs. 14%, 18+, 44, 46). 

Verse 20.—Emptied. Hebrew, ‘arah, 
“to make naked; to uncover; to bare.” 
She poured.every precious drop of each 
jar into the trough. 

Verse 34—I am Abraham’s servant. 
The Hebrew reads, “servant [slave] of 
Abraham, I.” The “I,” ’anokhi, is in em- 
phatic position. Himself a slave, his mis- 
sion is important. 

Verse 35.—Lord. Here the Hebrew has 
Yehowah, “Jehovah.” Built from yih- 
yeh, a form of the verb “to be,” and 
known to us as the “I am that I am,” 
of Exodus 6:2, 3, “Lord” here bespeaks 
the covenanting and fellowshiping God; 
not the judging, rane, “Lord” men- 
tioned above. 

Greatly ... great. “Greatly” is me’odh, 
ahd means, “excessively.” “Great” is the 
intensified form of gathal, “to cause to 
grow; to cause to be great.” Observe 
that in listing the excessive greatness of 
Abraham’s wealth, human property 
(servants) comes only third in the list; 
producing animals and precious metals 
precede them in value! 

Verse 64.—She lighted off. The He- 
brew has naphal, “to fall down; to fall 
off.” The word portrays highly emo- 
tional activity, not unlike that of Eliezer 
in rushing to meet Rebekah. 

Verse 66.—All things. “Things” is the 
plural form of the noun, dabhar. The 
primary meaning of the word is 
“speech,” but in the sense of careful ar- 
rangement of the content of the thought 
(or the affair) thus declared. The idea 
here is the accurately detailed recount- 
ing of the chronicled events of Eliezer’s 
mission. His solemn oath (cf. vs. 2, 3, 
9) had been kept. 


Me 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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Developing an Attractive Personality 
(Prov. 2:1-10, 27-29; Luke 2:52) 


OT much, if anything, is said in 

God’s Word about developing an 
attractive personality. We are not to 
assume from this fact, however, that 
a Christian is to be dull, or uninterest- 
ing, or unattractive. On the contrary, 
the Lord Jesus, who was perfect man 
as well as perfect God, drew men and 
women to Him. It is unthinkable that 
He was unattractive, or that He was 
without magnetic personal qualities. Yet 
there is not the slightest indication that 


* He ever set about to develop personal 


magnetism, or to cultivate, by His own 
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personal charm, the men and women 
with whom He came in touch. We read 
that He “increased in wisdom and stat- 
ure, and in favor with God and man” 
(Luke 2:52). But this development 
came as a result of the gradual unfold- 
ing of His perfect nature rather than as 
the result of any striving toward de- 
velopment on His part. 


Much of what we read and hear today 
concerning the development of attrac- 
tive personality directs our attention 
toward self. A true follower of the Lord 
Jesus looks away from self to the Lord. 

We are to run with patience, or per- 
severance, “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 
1@7, ®. 

We are to be occupied, not with our 
own plans and ambitions and desires, 
but we are to let the mind of Christ be 
in us, controlling all that we do and say 
(Phil. 2: 5-13). 

Our concern is not to be the improving 
af our own personality per se, but to 
behold Christ; in the contemplation of 
Whom we are to be transformed into 
His likeness by the Spirit of God (2 
Cor. 3:18). 

Ours is not to be a striving for attrac- 
tive personality, but a yielding to the 
Holy Spirit that will produce in our 
hearts and lives the sevenfold fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Now all of this does not mean that 
the Christian’s attitude toward attrac- 
tiveness and a wholesome, pleasing char- 
acter, is a negative one. There is all 
the room in the world here for the ex- 
ercise of Christian discipline and train- 
ing, and study, and development. How- 
ever, our attitude toward these things is 
to be not one of making something of 
ourselves but of yielding to God in such 
a way that He may make us more 
and more like the Lord Jesus. . Cul- 
tivating smooth manners is not enough. 
Studying and practicing how to get 
along well with others and how to 
win friends is not enough. There must 
be a sincerity and honesty and love 
for others within that inspires confidence 
and that causes us instinctively to be 
thoughtful and courteous, not because 
it is the most advantageous thing to do, 
or because it indicates good breeding, 
but because it is the outshining of a 
supernatural life -within. 

bd 

Yet there is much that we can do 
toward this end. For instance, it would 
be foolish to expect God to make us 
Christlike, or to give us a knowledge of 
His Word, or to enrich our fellowship 
with the Lord Jesus, when we do not do 
our part. God has given us ability to 
get out of bed in the morning so that 
we may have time for prayer and fel- 
lowship and for the reading of the Word. 
All of us will meet temptations to do 
and say things that are not Christlike. 
But when we deliberately seek compan- 
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are made in Heaven. God loves to give 
every godly man a virtuous woman as a 
special reward for faithfulness. Pray for 
the Gospel work in: Colombia, South 
America. 


Tues.—Genesis 24:10-14. The Servant’s Prayer. 


PraYER Succestions: “O Lord God... 
I pray thee, send me good speed this 
day.” Pray humbly and without ceas- 
ing for God-willed blessings. Never 
give up praying for what you must have 


from the Lord in order to make your - 


service for Him successful. Hindrances 
are sure to come, for Satan will oppose 
all that God wants you to have. It is 
well to pray for “good speed” when you 
have an urgent pressing case. It is not 
selfish for a Christian, any more than it 
is for a soldier, to ask for necessary 
equipment. Failure for many is due to 
the neglect of the privilege of moving 
people to do God’s will, by way of God’s 





ionship, or go to places that will produce 
such temptations, then we are presump- 
tuous to expect God to undertake for us 
in the midst of them. God’s Word tells 
us that as believers we are ‘to occupy 
our minds with whatsoever things are 
true, just, pure, lovely, of good report, 
virtuous, and praiseworthy (Phil. 4:8). 
When we fill our minds with other 
things, we are not putting ourselves in 
a way to become Christlike and we are 
not growing in grace. 
| 

Summing it all up, therefore, our great 
objective is to reach that fullness of 
stature of the perfect man that God in- 
tended us to be, and that He has dem- 
onstrated to us in the person of the Lord 
Jesus (Eph, 4:13). The more we become 
' like Him, the more we shall satisfy our 
Heavenly Father, which is our first con- 
cern. But a second truth is also here. 
The more we become like the Lord 
Jesus, the more we shall be truly whole- 
some and attractive and sincere, and the 
more we shall exhibit those qualities 
that will please and endear us to other 
believers. At the same time, even those 
of the world will find no just cause to 
condemn, or criticize, or reproach us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
July 3@ to August 5 
Men.—Genesis 24:1-9. 

Abraham’s Pian for Isasc. 
Prayer Succestions: “A wife.” Abra- 
ham was guided by the Lord in select- 
ing a wife for his son Isaac. Fathers 
who follow God’s clear directions in the 
common affairs of life will have pleas- 
ures without regrets. As Abraham’s 
choice of a wife for Isaac was marked 
by wonderfully encouraging favors from 
the Lord, so will be all whose marriages 
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throne of grace. Pray for. the Toledo 
Friends of Israel Society, 3325 Glenwood 
Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 


Wed.—Genesis 24:15-20. 
The Servant Meets Rebekah. 
PrayeR SuccesTions: “Before he had 
done speaking, . . behold, Rebekah 
came.” God was in that meeting. His 
Spirit prepared the servant for prayer 
and Rebekah for events leading up to 
her-consent to marriage. Moving peo- 
ple by way of the throne of God is too 
little known among us today. Greater 
blessings are obtainable by prayer to 
God for others and ourselves than we 
or they have yet enjoyed. ‘God, who 
only doeth wondrous things, waits to 
be gracious at the voice of prayer. Pray 
for the Russian Missionary Service, 6325 
Burbridge St., Philadelphia 44. 


Thurs.—Genesis 24:21-27. 
The Servant’s Prayer Answered. 


PraYerR Succestions: “The man won- 
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dering at. her held his peace, to wit 
whether the Lord had made his journey 
prosperous or not.” Some prayers are 
answered before we have done speak- 
ing; others are delayed for equally good 
divine reasons. Prayer is our business; 
the answer is God’s, and prayer is a part 
of His love plan as much as the gift of 
the blessing. Astounding answers to 
prayers may be looked for whenever 
God’s people sincerely call upon His 
name for blessings that give Him glory 
and honor. He loves to enable us to 
fulfill His will. Pray for the Baptist 
Bible Institute and School of Theology 
of Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Fri.—Genesis 24:61-67. 


Rebekah Becomes Isaac’s Wife.. 


Prayer Succestions: “She became his 
wife; and he loved her.” God-picked 
brides and bridegrooms are all too rare. 
The world is languishing for want of 
holy lovers. Good homes, the fountain 
of good churches, are built by parents 
who know the grace of God. The great 
lovers of the Bible are patterns for all 
husbands and wives who would be truly 
happy and useful. A virtuous woman is 
more precious than rubies; and a God- 
honoring man is more valuable to God 
and His cause than silver and gold. Pray 
for the New Testament Missionary 
Union, United States Office, the Rev. J. 
B. Thornton, Hon. Secretary, 1636 Sem- 
ple Ave., St. Louis 12, 


Sat.—Genesis 25:27-34, The Sons of Isaac. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “Esau... and 
Jacob.” ‘These two sons of Isaac are 
often mentioned in the Scriptures. Esau 
is held up as a warning. “For one mor- 
sel of meat” he sold his birthright (Heb. 
12:16). Jacob is presented for our en- 
couragement. “The God of Jacob is our 
refuge” (Psa. 46:11). Esau was profane; 
Jacob reverent. Wise and foolish sons 
are to be met with in every place. May 
God keep the children of the godly in 
the good paths of righteousness. Pray 
for the Cedar Lake Summer Conference 
of the Illinois Young People and Sunday 
School, Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Sun.—Psalm 37:18-25. 
The Seed of the Righteous, 
Prayer Succestions: “I have been 
young, and now am old; yet have I 
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread.” The chil- 
dren of wickedness are the seed of 
falsehood; but the children of the 
righteous are a means of blessing to 
the world. The world is suffering 
today from the seed of evildoers. If 
it is to be blessed, it must come 
through God-blessed children. Pray 
that God will sow our country with 
godly seed. In the war, great num- 
bers of the sons of wickedness have 
been destroyed. In peace, may the 
righteous flourish. Pray for the Free 
Church, headquarters, 228 Midland 
National Bank Bldg.; Minneapolis 1. 
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